266                                                         LETTER TO COURT

29.    By the Triton we received twenty (20) chests of bullion from the
President and Council of Fort St. George, and by the Warwick twenty seven
chests consigned that Presidency by Your Honors which we are coining into
siccas.

30.    We beg leave to observe that the velvets received from Madrass of the
last year's consignment are extremely rotten and very inferior in quality to
what the French Company usually sent.   We are of opinion those articles
would meet with a readier sale if the best of the kind were sent us, though they
turn out higher in price.

3L A price current of Europe commodies [commodities] and the account
remains in our import warehouse and store godowns are forwarded in this
packet for your observation.

32.   We have frequently indented for small guns for sale to our country
ships and beg leave to request Your Honours will send some by each ship, as
it now becomes more than ever necessary for our ships to be well equipped for
defence.

33.   We have supplied the other Presidencies with a considerable quantity
of saltpetre by the several conveyances hereafter mentioned, and shall continue
to send them more as opportunities offer.

To Bombay

On the Revenge eight hundred bags              ...             ...      800

On the Edinburgh five hundred bags             ...             ...      500

On the Plymouth ketch eight hundred           ...             ...      800

On the Thames four thousand       ...             ...             ...     4000

6100 bags

To Madrass

On the Darling snow four hundred bags       ...             ...      400

On the Drake three thousand         ...             ...             ...     3000

On the Vizagapatam snow four hundred        ...             ...      400

On the Warwick three thousand                    ...             ...     3000

6800 bags
,Thirdly, of investments
34. We have already informed Your Honours of the application we made
to the Directore and Council of Hughley to contract with us for saltpetre and
that on their delaying to give us any definitive answer whether they would or
would not contract with us, we accepted [of] Omichund's offer of delivering
into our godowns fifty eight thousand (58,000) maunds by the end of January,
at six (6) Arcot rupees per factory maund. We have therefore nothing to add
on that subject but that we have received from Omichund, in part of his con-
tract, about twenty four thousand (24,000) maunds, and expect the remainder
soon. He has been advanced on hi$ contract one laack (100,000) of sunnaut
rupees.